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The second thing this country has always been
about is widening the circle of opportunity, giv-
ing everyone not a guarantee but a chance. I
don’t think any serious person would say that
everybody in this country has really got the same
chance today. But there are more people with
more chances than they had 5 years ago, and
I’m proud of that. And I’m determined to see
that we continue to expand those chances.

That’s why we’ve supported things at home
and abroad like microcredit programs, for exam-
ple, to give little people a chance to borrow
money to get into business, to prove that they
can make something of their lives. It may sound
like a small thing, but to someone who has
it, who didn’t have it before, it’s all the dif-
ference in the world. And the Democratic Party
is about widening the circle of opportunity.

And the third thing that I want to say, and
it’s very important, that is so easy to lose sight
of when the stock market is at 9,000 or even
when it drops 160 points, is we’re also about
strengthening the bonds of our Union and im-
proving our relationships with people beyond
our borders. That also has been a constant
throughout our 200-year-plus history. And that’s
very important.

If you look at what’s eating the world alive
today—I go to Africa, and I celebrate all the
wonderful things that are happening and then
go to Rwanda and talk to 6 people who survived
100 days in which 800,000 people were slaugh-
tered because of their tribal differences. We’re
all sitting on pins and needles, especially in New
York, waiting for the Irish to vote in May to
see whether they can vote for the next 30 years,
instead of being imprisoned by the last 30 years
or indeed by the last 600 years. We’re all hang-
ing around now waiting on pins and needles
as we celebrate Israel’s 50th birthday, because
the Secretary of State is going to London to

meet with the leader of Israel and the leader
of the PLO hoping to get the peace process
going again.

All over the world, in this so-called modern
world where kids are pecking away on the Inter-
net on every continent, we are still bedeviled
by the most fundamental and primitive of preju-
dices of all kinds. We, the American people,
should be drawing closer together. We, the
Democratic Party, should be the instrument of
that union.

So I say to you, there are two reasons that
you ought to be here. One is, more Democratic
Senators, and reelecting the ones we have,
means we’ll do a better job on the big issues
for tomorrow. We’ve proved it with the deficit.
We’ve proved it with crime. We’ve proved it
with welfare. We’ve proved it with the environ-
ment. We’ve proved it with a whole host of
issues. But we’ve still got huge challenges out
there to face.

And two—and even more important—we will
carry forward the eternal mission of America
in modern times. And that matters more than
anything else. In the end, that’s what will really
matter to your kids. Are we forming a more
perfect Union? Is there more opportunity for
everybody? Does freedom mean more today
than it did 30 years ago? If we can do our
job and you help us, the answer to all three
of those questions will be a resounding yes.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Shelby and Katherine Bryan; Judith
Hope, chair, New York State Democratic Party;
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu of Israel;
and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Au-
thority.

Remarks at a Reception for the United States Winter Olympic and
Paralympic Teams
April 29, 1998

Thank you, and welcome to the White House.
I am delighted to have all of you here. I thank
the members of the Cabinet for coming, and
I thank Congressman Ryun from Kansas, a

former Olympian, for being here. To the presi-
dent of the Olympic Committee, Bill Hybl, to
the executive director, Dick Schultz, and to all
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the other officials, and to the members of our
Olympic team.

Let me say—before I get into my remarks,
I need to make two preliminary comments. First
of all, I want to thank Tipper Gore for rep-
resenting our administration at the 1998 Winter
Olympics. I wish she could be here with us
today. I know she would like to be. I’d also
like to thank my good friend Mack McLarty
for working so hard with the Vice President
as the Cochair of our White House Task Force
on the Olympic games.

The second thing I’d like to do before I get
into my remarks is to just say, for the benefit—
because this is my only chance to talk to the
press today—I just finished a very good meeting
with the Senate Republican and Democratic
leaders, Trent Lott and Tom Daschle, about one
of the most important votes that our Senate
will face this year, and that is to expand the
alliance of NATO to include Poland, Hungary,
and the Czech Republic.

I want to thank them both for their support.
This is coming at a very important time for
America, 4 years after I first proposed that we
expand our European security alliance to make
us more secure and Europe safer and more
united. And I am very grateful for Senator Lott
and Senator Daschle, Senator Helms and Sen-
ator Biden, and all the others. We are seeing
a very impressive, high-level debate in the Sen-
ate, even among those who don’t agree with
my position. I must say I’ve been very impressed
by the debate. And I’m looking forward to a
positive vote by the end of this week.

Now let me say I have looked forward to
this day for a long time, ever since the Olympics
concluded. To see these fine people, and those
who are not here who are part of their teams,
I think makes all Americans very proud. In the
mountains, the ice rinks, the race courses of
Japan, we saw America at its best. The young
Olympians who are here did more than carry
our flag. In a fundamental way, they carried
with them the spirit of America.

I’d like to say a special word, too, of apprecia-
tion to the Paralympians who brought home 34
medals in the largest Winter Paralympics ever.
[Applause] Thank you.

It’s also a great source of pride for us that
the Winter Olympics in 2002 will be in Salt
Lake City. When the Olympic flag was lowered
and passed from the mayor of Nagano to Mayor
Corradini, it really marked the opening events

of the 2002 games. So we’re very glad that
Mayor Corradini has joined us today, along with
the chairman of the Salt Lake Olympic Com-
mittee, Robert Garff, and other members of the
Utah Olympic Committee. We want to help
them succeed. And I’d like to ask them to stand
and receive our support. Mayor Corradini and
the members of the Utah Committee—there’s
Mr. Garff. Thank you all for being here. [Ap-
plause] Thank you—there they are, right there.

I’d also like to say one more word to Amer-
ica’s Olympic teams in 1998. In a fundamental
way, you have become a part of America’s team
for the rest of your lives. If you choose, for
the rest of your lives, because you were an
Olympian, you can have a profound positive im-
pact on all the people with whom you come
in contact, but especially on young people.

Even though for many of you the Olympic
triumphs you had, just being a member of the
team, must have marked the most magic mo-
ment in your lives, I hope that the future will
be even richer for you. And I think it can be
if you use the fact that you are an Olympian
to have a positive impact on the lives of young
people. The lessons of setting your sights high,
working hard, being persistent, believing in
yourselves, playing by the rules, supporting your
team, those are lessons that every child in Amer-
ica needs to learn, lessons that every child can
see in your eyes and in the power of your exam-
ple.

Some of you earlier today participated in the
Champions in Life program. You can reach out,
in telling your stories, working in communities,
approaching future endeavors with this kind of
drive and commitment, and I hope you’ll do
that because you can really have a positive im-
pact on 21st century America.

In this century, through all its highs and lows,
we have seen throughout the 20th century a
renaissance in the Olympic games. Everybody
now knows about the remarkable triumph of
Jesse Owens in the 1936 Berlin games, what
it said about prejudice and hatred, what it said
about the difference between America and the
Nazi regime that then governed in Germany.

Jesse Owens said this in 1936: ‘‘Only an
Olympian can fully realize the grip the games
have on the youth of the world.’’ It was true
in 1936; it is true today. Then, it was true,
and people saw a profound good in the midst
of a dark time. This is a sunlit moment of peace
and prosperity. But the Olympic spirit, the spirit
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of good will, friendship, understanding, and
unity across all the lines that divide us, that
can propel us into an even brighter era of re-
spect and success.

Now I would like to introduce the athlete
that has been chosen by her teammates to rep-
resent the Olympians here today, a person
whose grace and excellence on the ice—and I
must say, even more after the competition—
must have been a source of enormous joy and
pride, not only to her teammates but to all
Americans.

Ladies and gentlemen, Ms. Michelle Kwan.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:10 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Bill Hybl, president, and Dick
Schultz, executive director, U.S. Olympic Com-
mittee; Mayor Tasuku Tsukada of Nagano, Japan;
Mayor Deedee Corradini of Salt Lake City, UT;
and Robert H. Garff, president, board of trustees,
Salt Lake City Olympic Organizing Committee.
Following the President’s remarks, Michelle
Kwan, silver medalist in women’s figure skating,
presented a U.S. Olympic team jacket to the Presi-
dent.

Statement on Bipartisan Support for Patients’ Bill of Rights Legislation
April 29, 1998

I am extremely pleased that today at least
nine Republican Members of Congress joined
as cosponsors to H.R. 3605, the ‘‘Patients’ Bill
of Rights Act of 1998.’’ In announcing their
support for this legislation, they are sending a
strong signal that it is unacceptable for this Con-
gress to adjourn this year without passing a
strong patients’ rights bill.

I commend Representatives Ganske, Bass,
Forbes, Fox, Gilchrest, Graham, Horn,
LaTourette, and Leach for their leadership, and
I look forward to working with them. We have
learned again and again that when we reach
across party lines we can pass important legisla-
tion that improves our Nation’s health care sys-
tem. Making the ‘‘Patients’ Bill of Rights Act
of 1998’’ bipartisan provides new momentum to-
wards ensuring that a Patients’ Bill of Rights
will become the law of the land.

The ‘‘Patients’ Bill of Rights Act of 1998,’’
recently introduced by Representative Dingell,
provides long overdue protections that Ameri-
cans need to renew their confidence in the Na-
tion’s rapidly changing health care system. It
allows patients to see the specialists they need,
to get emergency care wherever and whenever
a medical emergency arises, to talk freely with
doctors and nurses about all the medical options
available—not only the cheapest, and to appeal
when they have grievances about their health
care.

I urge Congress to send me legislation that
gives Americans the health care protections they
need and deserve. I look forward to working
with Members of Congress on both sides of
the aisle to ensure that we pass a strong Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights this year.

Message to the Congress Reporting a Certification Required by the
Ratification Resolution of the Chemical Weapons Convention
April 29, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the resolution of advice

and consent to ratification of the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Development, Produc-
tion, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction, adopted by the Sen-

ate of the United States on April 24, 1997, I
hereby certify in connection with Condition
(7)(C)(i), Effectiveness of Australia Group, that:

Australia Group members continue to
maintain an equally effective or more com-
prehensive control over the export of toxic
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